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Goal 7: Ensuring access to affordable, reliable, 
sustainable and modern energy for all. 
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A sizeable number of 
people still completely lack 

access to electricity.

Yet more of the world’s 
electricity is unreliable, 

erratic and intermittent.

https://unstats.un.org/SDGS/REPORT/2022/
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Nearly a third of the population use cooking 
methods that are detrimental to their health.



The Energy Catalyst’s mission is to 

accelerate the innovation needed 

to meet SDG 7 - 'Affordable and 

clean energy’ - by providing 

financial and advisory support to 

innovators we help create 

strategic partnerships, uncover 

insights and develop business 

models to improve lives in Africa 

and Asia. 
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Energy Catalyst accelerates innovation that 
enables affordable, reliable, sustainable and 
modern energy for all. 

To improve lives in Africa and Asia, we… 

Provide financial and advisory support to innovators 
from around the world.

Create strategic partnerships with local businesses 
and communities.

Uncover insights on how to unlock the best 
outcomes in the countries we work with.

Develop business models that share value and 
create local benefits.
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Energy Catalyst combines three key activities to deliver this vision

Collaboration building to 
help innovators find 

project partners

Collaboration Acceleration

Business advice, learning 
from overseas, showcasing 

and dissemination

Open grant calls to develop 
and demonstrate innovative 

tech and business models

Competition 
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Round 10 – applications open until 28th June

Total amount of 
funding available 

up to 

£10m

To be in scope your project must 
address the following:

Transforming
Energy Access

Clean Energy

3 Strands
which you can apply into

Early Stage
£50,000 - £300,000

3 to 12 months

Late Stage
£50,000 - £5 million

Duration 6 to 36 months

Mid Stage
£50,000 - £1.5 million

Duration 6 to 24 months
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Eligible Focus Countries
Sub-Saharan Africa:
Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cameroon, Central 
African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Côte d'Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Eswatini (Swaziland), Ethiopia, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, 
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, 
Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome 
and Principe (may be ineligible from 13 December 2024), Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe

South Asia:
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India (only as part of multi country projects), Maldives, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka

Indo-Pacific (ODA eligible ASEAN):
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand, Timor-Leste 
(not officially part of ASEAN), Vietnam

Indo-Pacific (Pacific Islands):
Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall islands, Papua New Guinea 
(PNG), Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu

Your project must target one or 
more of the following ODA 
eligible countries:
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Where we fund
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£1 billion over 5 years (2021-2026) to support clean 
energy research, development and demonstration in 
developing countries.
Thematic challenges:

> next generation solar
> sustainable cooling for all
> modern cooking
> efficient appliances
> industrial decarbonisation
> smart energy systems
> energy storage
> hydrogen
> critical minerals
> Leave no-one behind

11https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ayrton-fund



Impact to Date



Energy Catalyst has supported 256 energy access relevant projects to date

£119million of this funding is Official 
Development Assistance to support energy 
access relevant technologies and business 
models comprising:
• 256 projects
• Over 400 unique organisations
• Wide range of energy access 

technologies and themes
• Targeting over 38 countries in Sub-

Saharan Africa and South and 
South East Asia 20
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Biomass, energy storage, solar and minigrid related projects represent the 
largest segments of the programme

Projects by Technology Category and Stage

Note: Funding has been prioritised toward storage and bioenergy projects
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Impact to date

£188m 
Committed

£162m 
Private 

investment 
raised 

9 Calls £121m 
Co-funding 

430+ 
Projects

1300+
Partners

200+ 
International

partners

122
Business models 

tested

£4.5m 
Sales

223
new tech 

prototyped

179
New patents 

174k
People 

impacted

77,000+
end user 

connections

£40m 
Public sector 
funding won

Energy Catalyst – impact 



ECAP Wall of Fame

Noteworthy
Fundraising
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Gender Quality and Social Inclusion (GESI)

> Every Energy Catalyst project must outline how the project and innovation will positively impact Gender 

Equality and Social Inclusion (GESI). Applicants must outline:

• the disadvantaged groups their project and innovation will support and how they will be engaged

• how their energy innovation will enable greater gender equality and social inclusion

Female- headed 
households

Gender parity 
increases GDP

Diversity in 
leadership 

results in higher 
returns

Products which 
target end users



Case Studies



Mobile Power

All-Energy

Innovative pay-per-use battery sharing network 

unlocks clean energy for households, businesses and 

electric transport in Sub-Saharan Africa

> Round 6: £355k to trial technology in Sierra Leone

> Two additional grants (£2m) to prove business 

model and integrate vehicle as a service technology

> 7.3 million battery rentals

> Expanded to 6 countries 

> 5.5m kg of CO2 displaced 

> £3m of private investment raised

> Increased staff from 35 to 700
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UPYA

Game changing CRM system to balance financial 

risk to help companies sell to the poorest 

customers in Africa and Asia

> £224k grant from round 7

> Met their partner Givewatts who sell SHS at the 

brokerage event in Kenya

> Developed and trialled the software in Kenya 

> Eliminated Kerosene

> Increased study time by 50%

> Working in 20 countries

> Through their partnerships with companies 

selling SHS and now cookstoves they are 

reaching millions of users a year 



The world's first flat-packable, self-assembled 

solar collectors for heating.

Bringing sexy back to Solar thermal 

All-Energy

SolarisKit

> £240k project in 2020 

> Took product from TRL 4 - 6

> CEO named Scotland’s inventor of the year 2021

> Manufacturing facility in Dundee

> Working in 19 countries across 6 continents

> Sold more than 1000 units

> Net Zero Edge award at COP26

> Launched on amazon and sold out

> Installations include Microsoft UK and US as well as 

emerging economies
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Good News Stories
> StorTera 1 of 5 companies to be awarded £32m in 

government funding to develop longer duration energy 

Storage

> Vittoria Technology and Zonke Energy both winners in Agence 

Française de Développements Digital Energy Challenge. 

> PyroGenesys featured on the EXCLUSIVE ESI Africa podcast to 

discuss global climate challenges, and how bioenergy can 

offer Africa an abundant and substantial power source.

> OakTec were invited by the FCDO to showcase at Kenya 

Innovation Week in Nairobi in December. Met with president 

Ruto whilst introducing him to their clean gas engine 

technologies.

Paul Andrews, OakTec’s founder speaking to Kenya’s president Ruto

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/beisgovuk_over-32m-in-government-funding-has-been-activity-7003014905461112833-5QGd?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/vittoria-technology_afd-digital-energy-challenge-boosting-energy-activity-7004105863233757187-1QW0/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7022217890049228800?updateEntityUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afs_feedUpdate%3A%28V2%2Curn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7022217890049228800%29
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/paul-andrews-86815b30_our-3-minutes-of-fame-with-the-president-activity-7005876856490967040-8LW7?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop


How to get involved (+ dates)
> Energy catalyst website: https://energycatalyst.ukri.org/

> Online via the B2Match platform: https://energy-catalyst-

networking.b2match.io/

> B2Match is a platform for networking with potential 

collaborators 

> See the Innovate UK LinkedIn with links to the following 

online brokerage sessions – speak to Amy

Kenya: 11th May, 11:00 – 12:30 

Sierra Leone: 16th May, 11:00 – 13:00

Mozambique: 18th May, 11:00 – 12:30 

All-Energy
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Zero Emission Generators (ZE-Gen)

Mission: accelerate a just transition away from fossil fuel powered generators to 
clean energy alternatives.

• ZE-Gen is a cross-sector initiative to tackle barriers, accelerate innovation and 
fund activities to build a thriving, competitive market for renewable-based 
alternatives.

• Funding secured to-date:
◦ £580k in delivery for Design Phase from IKEA Foundation
◦ £5m from TEA for accelerator, market intelligence, finance coordination 

and ecosystem building.
◦ £10m from TEA for funding development and demonstration of 

innovative technologies and business models.
◦ £50k from CECG for circularity challenge

Programme mission and summary
Funders:

Delivery:

Research:
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Thank You

energycatalyst@iuk.ukri.org

jillian.Henderson@iuk.ukri.org

mailto:Energycatalyst@iuk.ukri.org
mailto:jillian.Henderson@iuk.ukri.org

